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Given more than a century of interaction among residents of McMinnville and other 
cities in Yamhill County and the village of Pacific City and its dory fleet, it is some-
what serendipitous that the Launching through the Surf: The Dory Fleet of Pacific City 
project originated at Linfield College. Details uncovered thus far describe a rich, deep, 
and complex web of interconnectedness between Yamhill County and Pacific City 
that has not been fully recognized. It is fitting that this relationship will endure in part 
through Linfield’s permanent digital archive chronicling the history of the dory fleet.
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Mike Cellers of McMinnville began dory fishing with his 
grandfather, Al Cellers, in 1958. A pharmacist, Mike named 
his dory Remedy.
Three-year old Rusty Best, a 
fifth generation dory fisher-
man, returns from his first 
dory fishing trip on August 9, 
2014.
Roy Henry of McMinn-
ville began dory fishing in 
1964. He named his dory 
Tigger II. He is Rusty Best’s 
great uncle.
Zach Best of McMinnville lands his 
dory, the Pineapple.
Scott Ranes from Gaston launches his dory, 
the Pelican.
Steve Rice from McMinnville began fish-
ing as a high school student in 1976.  His 
dory is the Refuge.
Paul Hanneman from Pacific City be-
gan dory fishing in 1948. His dory, which 
he built in 1980, is the Kiwanda Klipper. 
From 1965-1990 he served in the Oregon 
House of Representatives. His district en-
compassed part of Yamhill County, in-
cluding Sheridan, part of Willamina, Carl-
ton, Yamhill, and Gaston. He still serves as 
co-chair of the PC Dorymen’s Association.
Dave Larkins, origi-
nally from McMinn-
ville, began dory fish-
ing with his brother 
Steve in 1971. He 
now lives in Pacific 
City and served as 
the dory fleet liaison 
for this project.
Lanny Watkins of Carlton lands his dory, the Naked 
Lady III.
The Glen Macy family from McMin-
nville has had ties to Pacific City for 
decades. Steve became involved with 
the dories in the mid-1950s.  He and 
elementary school friend and neigh-
bor Paul Gilson became dory co-own-
ers and fishing partners in 1976. They 
own the dory, Ten-Thirty.
Steve Macy (L) and Paul Gilson (R), 1982
Ad Rutschman (L) from McMinnville, Perry Stubberfield 
(C), and Paul Gilson (R) land the Ten-Thirty.
Dave Larkins in It’s A Lark
Paul GilsonB
Steve Macy K
McMinnville resident Jack Hogevoll be-
gan dory fishing in the late 1950s.  In 1967 
he and his wife Marlene purchased the PC 
Trailer Court and moved their family to 
Pacific City. In 1972 they opened the Ki-
wanda Fish Company, which became a 
Pacific City institution.  All of the children 
fished and/or worked at the fish company.
Teresa Truan-Smith 
Gary Smith
From the Gary Smith and Teresa Truan-Smith Collection
Noel Knopf lived in McMin-
nville before moving to Cali-
fornia to teach. He is a proud 
Linfield alum of the class of 
1954. His sons fished with 
him in the summers and then 
fished on their own. Noel now 
lives in Pacific City.
Leonard Leis of Sheridan began dory 
fishing in 1975. His current dory is the 
PC Patriot. His sons fished with him 
and now son Bob is fishing with his 
family.  
Marty Knopf Albert Knopf 
Marty Knopf ’s dory, the KisutchB
Thad Brill of McMinnville owns one 
of the more unique dories and beach 
rigs in the fleet. Übermensch was built 
by Jim Earl of Dayton in 2010. The rig 
is a 1974 Moog.
Ben Hogevoll
Marlene Hogevoll Carter
Rod Hogevoll
Kristina Hogevoll
Gary Smith, originally from McMinnville, began dory fishing in the 
1950s. He and his wife Teresa now live in Pacific City in a house on Mc-
Minnville Ridge built by Frank Wortman. He is a great-grand nephew 
of Bernard McPhillips. Gary’s dory was the Tyee. Photos by Tyrone Marshall unless otherwise noted
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Glen Macy (L), Perry Stubberfield 
also from McMinnville (C), and Steve 
Macy (R), mid-1980s
Mike Dixon from McMinnville began commer-
cial fishing in 1977.  His current dory is the Native 
Son. He often fishes with best friend, commercial 
doryman Kenneth (Ken) Rosenbalm from Am-
ity. Ken, who began dory fishing in 1976, is an 
avid high school sports fan and named his cur-
rent dory Warrior Pride in honor of the Amity 
teams.
